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In March the ACCA admitted a second-year (about ten-
month old) golden eagle. The WV Division of Natural 
Resources law enforcement was contacted after the bird 
had been discovered dragging a leg-hold trap. The trap 
wasn’t tagged with the owner’s contact information (as is 
required by law), and because the bird could still fly 
somewhat, it is impossible to know for sure how far he 
traveled with the trap attached to his foot. 
 
By the time the eagle was captured, he was emaciated 
and dehydrated. One of his toes had been nearly 
severed by the trap and another was badly broken. The 
ACCA’s veterinarians, Jesse Fallon, Paige Roberts, 
and Marjorie Rosmarin, along with volunteers Mike 
and Ruth Bergen and Emily Riska and biologist Vince 
Slabe, treated the eagle at admission. The eagle was 
rehydrated with fluids mixed with B vitamins, and was 
given several medications, including an antibiotic, 
antifungal, and anti-inflammatory pain medication. His 
wounds were treated and bandaged, and an intravenous 
catheter was placed. 
 
Sadly, the eagle’s badly damaged toe couldn’t be saved; we 
hope that soon he will be stable enough to undergo surgery 
to attempt to repair the other damaged toe. At this time, his 
fate remains uncertain. 
 
For more information about Eastern golden eagles, check 
out http://www.egewg.org. 
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Injured by Illegal Trap 
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Bald Eagle 
RELEASED 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In early January the ACCA released a 
young bald eagle near Cheat Lake. 
The eagle had been admitted for being 
unable to fly; a blood test revealed that 
the bird was suffering from lead 
toxicity. Eagles may accidentally 
ingest lead when they feed on a dead 
animal that had been killed with lead 
ammunition. Hunters can use copper 
or steel ammunition to reduce the 
possibility of avian scavengers 
encountering lead in their food. 

Not Just Eagles Caught in Traps 
At the end of 2015 we admitted this red-tailed hawk; both of 
its legs had been caught in a leg-hold trap intended for a 
mammal. Although the soft-tissue injuries were severe, the 
bird made a full recovery and was returned to the wild. Both 
red-tailed hawks and golden eagles hunt by sight; if a baited 
trap is properly buried, a hawk or eagle will not be drawn to 
the trap because it will not see the bait. But because both 
hawks and eagles will eat carrion, an exposed baited trap 
could attract an aerial predator. This winter we also treated 
a barred owl that had been caught in a similar trap. 

You’re	  invited	  to	  the	  5th	  Annual	  

Morgantown	  Migratory	  Bird	  Day!	  
Saturday,	  May	  14,	  2016	  at	  Cooper’s	  Rock	  State	  Forest	  
	  
7:30am:	  Bird	  Walk	  on	  the	  Raven	  Rock	  Trail,	  led	  by	  LeJay	  Graffious,	  Derek	  
Courtney,	  and	  Sue	  Olcott.	  All	  ages	  and	  skill	  levels	  welcome.	  
	  
9am:	  Join	  us	  in	  the	  pavilion	  near	  the	  overlook	  for	  Birds	  &	  Beans	  Coffee,	  
educational	  displays,	  owl	  pellet	  dissection,	  crafts	  for	  kids,	  and	  more	  
	  
10am:	  Live	  Raptor	  Presentation	  in	  the	  pavilion	  
	  
11am:	  Birding	  for	  Beginners	  Presentation	  just	  outside	  the	  pavilion	  
	  
12pm:	  Live	  Raptor	  Presentation	  in	  the	  pavilion	  
	  

All	  activities	  are	  free!	  Kids	  of	  all	  ages	  welcome!	  
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ACCA Annual Membership Application 

___________________________________________________   
Name 
___________________________________________________    
Address 
___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ 
Phone 
___________________________________________________    
Email Address 

Please mail your membership application and your $20 or 
more donation check made out to ACCA to:  

286 Fairchance Road, Morgantown, WV 26508 

Help Us Help the Birds 

Running an avian conservation center is expensive! Costs 
include medicine, bird food, and more. We will accept 
monetary donations in any amount, and donating $20 or 
more will make you an ACCA member for one year. 
Members will receive our quarterly newsletter and periodic 
email updates. We will also accept donations of gift cards 
and supplies--check out our Wish List on Amazon.com. 

Volunteer and Spread the Word: 

If you’d like to find out more about volunteering with the 
ACCA, email admin@accawv.org. Also, please spread the 
word about us! Pass on our contact information, suggest our 
Facebook page to your friends, and follow us on Twitter. 
And of course, if you find an injured bird, call (304) 906-
5438. 

Volunteers at Work 

The ACCA’s volunteers clean enclosures; provide food, water, 
and veterinary care to the birds; train our non-releasable birds; 
conduct environmental education programs; and much more. 

 
To the left are volunteers Lydia 
Stiffler and Janet Vertin with 
Tundra the peregrine falcon at 
an educational program at the 
Mountain Stewardship and 
Outdoor Leadership School.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Above, volunteers Paige 
Roberts, Jesse Fallon, and Mike 
Bergen work on the golden 
eagle. Pictured to the left is 
volunteer Crissa Cooey with 
Canaan the red-tailed hawk. 
 
 

Early Birds of 
2016 

Two of our first patients of 2016 were a 
common loon (above) and an American 
coot (below). Both waterbirds were 
released after being rehydrated and 
treated for minor abrasions. 



 

 

 

Eastern Screech-owls Galore! 

One of our most common patients at the ACCA is the diminutive 

Eastern screech-owl. Typically weighing less than 200 grams (less 

than half a pound), screech-owls may eat mice, moles, small birds, 

lizards, frogs, and even earthworms. They are cavity nesters, and in 

addition to hollow tress, they sometimes raise their young in artificial 

nest boxes; we’ve heard of Eastern screech-owls nesting in a box in a 

Cheat Lake backyard! Their call is a high-pitched whinny or an insect-

like trill. Listen for screech-owls in the evening and night this spring 

and summer  -- they’re out there! 

Avian Conservation Center  
of Appalachia, Inc. 

Right: This Eastern screech-owl had surgery to repair a fractured humerus, 

the result of being hit by a car. We hope to release him back to the wild soon. 
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